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2nd February 2022 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Firstly I wanted to thank students and families for their ongoing support and, in particular, for the understanding across the 
last few weeks.  Many families will be aware that, like many schools, the wave of Omicron infections nationally has also 
impacted on staff within the Academy.  This means that many students will have had their usual teacher disrupted due to 
absence.  The resilience shown by students has been appreciated.  Whilst infections are still high, both nationally and locally, 
they are falling rapidly so we hope that the current wave is now receding and the final weeks of this term are less disrupted. 
 
Most of this letter, for a change, will not be covid related.  As people will no doubt be aware, ‘Plan B’, the Government’s 
response to Covid, was removed at the end of last week which, at least for the time being, removed a number of the control 
measures implemented.  We have taken a few days to await formal education specific guidance before confirming.  Within 
schools this does mean many of the measures we were being asked to implement can again be relaxed, with the caveat that 
they can be requested again by local health protection teams dependent on local infection rates.  For the last two weeks of 
term we will maintain a cautious approach which means we will continue to hold assemblies and large gatherings for the 
most part remotely.  Face coverings are no longer required routinely, though of course anyone still wishing and willing to 
wear one is welcome to.  We will continue to monitor and react to infection levels and communicate any further changes. 
 
In terms of updates in this letter: 
 
Term Dates 2022-23: we can now confirm the start and end date for each term next academic year to allow for planning of 
holidays etc.  There will be INSET days to place into these terms (7 in total) but we have not yet had these confirmed (they 
will fall within the start and end dates in each term).  Therefore if you are looking to book any holidays or travel please do 
check these dates below: 
 

Term Start of Term End of Term 

1 (7.5 weeks) Thurs 1 September 2022 Fri 21 October 2022 

2 (7 weeks) Mon 31 October 2022 Friday 16 December 2022 

3 (6 weeks) Tues 3 January 2023 Fri 10 February 2023 

4 (6 weeks) Mon 20 February 2023 Fri 31 March 2023 

5 (6 weeks) Mon 17 April 2023 Fri 26 May 2023 

6 (7 weeks) Mon 5 June 2023 Fri 21 July 2023 

 
Free School Meals (FSM) and Pupil Premium (PP): we know that the pandemic will have been challenging financially for many 
families.  However, we also know that the number of families claiming free school meals has been dropping.  We are therefore 
concerned that some families may not be claiming what they are entitled to or may not know that they are entitled to claim 
free school meals in the first instance.  There is an obvious financial benefit to any family who qualifies for free school meals 
as students get credit each day to spend in the canteen.  Due to the cashless catering systems there is no identifying method 
for students publicly.  In addition, for every student who is eligible and claiming FSM the Academy receives an additional 
amount of funding to spend on the wider education provision.  This is called the Pupil Premium.  There is therefore a financial 
benefit to us as well as families.  We would therefore urge any family who is unsure, or knows they qualify but hasn’t 
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previously claimed, to consider applying for free school meals.  It can be done online and the online system guides and gives 
a decision instantly on eligibility.  The application can be found by clicking this link 
 
There is a wider information letter about FSM and PP which can be read here for those who want to find out more. 
 
Finally, there is additional funding available to education provisions to support the wider education of any children who have 
been previously in local authority care (PLAC).  If you think this could apply to your child and wish to find out more about how 
this can support the Academy and your child(ren) then please read this letter 
 
I hope the final two (and a bit) weeks of term go smoothly for our families and the break is well received when it arrives. 
 
Best wishes, 

 

 
Mr C Shaw 
Principal 
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