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20th May 2022 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

With just over a week to go until the end of term I just wanted to update you on a few of the lovely things we have 
seen in the Academy in what has been a relatively short term as well as giving you a few further updates. 
 
Ofsted – we are approaching the time where we should be receiving our report.  It does feel like a long time already 
but as soon as Ofsted publish their report we will of course share it with our community.  It will also be publicly 
available on the Ofsted website. 
 
Culture Day – last Friday, 13th May, we held a “Culture Day” at the Academy.  This was driven by our student leaders 
supported by Mr Cooley.  Over £700 was raised which will go towards children’s charities and an amazing day was 
had.  There were live performances from students at social times, a themed menu from the catering team, 
decorations produced in different lessons, themes to different subject lessons and an amazing array of clothing 
ranging from traditional outfits to national and local sporting teams, clubs and associations.  It was lovely to see 
the way that culture was interpreted by students and brought a real buzz to the academy.  The student leaders are 
keen to use this as a launchpad for much more community involved work going forward. 
 
Fencing success – last weekend our fencers took part in competition once again.  Some fiercely competitive fencing 
took place and in the younger student group Darya took a hard won Silver and in the older student group Ezra 
excelled with a Gold!  Well done to all students who took part and to Mr Cooley for his time and energy supporting 
this club. 
 
Eco-Schools – awarded the “Green Flag” following the work of our eco schools team overseen by Mrs Lloyd.  The 
students have been busy pushing many environmental factors and this has been recognised with the awarding of 
the green flag status.  However, the team are keen to keep pushing on and have their sights set high, further 
updates to come across next year. 
 
Basketball – many families will be aware that, over the last years, we have had a good record of success in 
basketball at a high level.  We have secured national championship titles in multiple age groups and had a number 
of players going on to play high level and national level basketball.  Last time I wrote I mentioned that the U14 Girls 
had made the national finals for the first time in BMA history (in addition to two of the team being selected for 
England training).  Now I can inform families that…they went and did it!  The U14 Girls Team are now officially the 
best team in the country winning by 74-48 in the end though still having to work incredibly hard for it.  We are 
super proud of the effort and determination of the team throughout and to Miss Wallace for the support and 
coaching to take the team to this level of success. 
 
Y11 final weeks – if you have a student in Year 11 you will be only too aware that exam season is well underway 
(for the first time since Summer 2019!).  The students have been amazing so far in their maturity and approach 
and we know they will be receiving lots of support at home as well as in the Academy.  There are still several more 
weeks of hard work ahead for them and our job (within the Academy and at home) is to continue to work together 
to create the conditions to enable our students, your children, to shine.  They have worked so hard across the most 
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complicated few years that any cohort of students sitting GCSE will have experienced.  We do ask though that we 
continue to work together to support full uniform, attendance and punctuality.  Maintaining high standard and 
high expectations at this most difficult time, whilst potentially feeling to some that there are more important things 
to worry about during periods of stress and anxiety, in our experience is critical to ensuring that the hard work 
gives the deserved rewards.  
 
Thank you in advance for continuing to support. 
 
Best wishes, 

 

 
Mr C Shaw 
Principal 
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