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Year 8 – Term 1

Week A Week B

Monday ICT/DT MFL

Tuesday English English

Wednesday Science Science

Thursday History Geography

Friday RS Music/Art

Complete your homework on the night stated e.g. if it is a 
Monday Week A you will complete ICT/DT

Please note: Maths homework will be on an 
online platform for this term. It will be set and 
checked weekly separately from the timetable.

Monday 7th September Week B

Monday 14th September Week A

Monday 21st September Week B

Monday 28th September Week A

Monday 5th October Week B

Monday 12th October Week A

Monday 19th October Week B
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This Knowledge Organiser is to help you see the key information for each subject for this term. You can use this to help 
you both with homework and with revision, supporting your learning at home. In the table below you will find the 

instructions for each subject to be completed on the correct day.

Pg 1

At the back of this booklet, you will find: Sentence starters, a history chronology, DT sentence starters,  a 
periodic table, maps of the world, subject websites, a RAG sheet and a timetable.

Subject Tasks

Maths Homework question tasks/sets will be set weekly on an online platform.  You will have one 
week to complete this online, before it is checked for competition and the next set is published.

Science For term 1 this will be directed by your classroom teacher.  It could involve an online platform 
too.

English Using the separate question booklet, divide your homework book page in half length ways, 
write the questions out on the left hand side.  First, attempt to answer the questions from 
memory/your own knowledge.  Then use your knowledge organiser booklets to check your 

answers and fill in the missing ones.

MFL Find the correct date in the KO and the question booklet.  With the list of 10 key words for that 
week, complete the look – say - cover – write – check method in your homework 

book.  Complete this process for each word/phrase 4 times each.

Geog/Hist/RS
/DT

Same process as outlined for English above.  DT have 5 questions and not 10.

ICT For term 1, continue to use the KO to do revision/key words etc in your homework books.

Music/Art For music and art, you will have two practical tasks to complete each term for each 
subject.  These will be found in the question booklets and will be checked by you classroom 

teacher.



Date written fully on the right-
hand side of the page and 
underlined. This should be the day 
you complete the homework.

Subject written on the left-
hand side of the page and 
underlined.
For example: Food

Topic written on the centre 
of the page and underlined.
For example: Sugars

One single straight line 
between both pieces of 
homework.

How to present your homework:
Pg 2



Home Learning Strategies to help you revise

Brain Dump Vocabulary

Mind Map Retrieval Quiz

Diagram Compare

Write down everything you know about o 
certain topic on a page. Use your KO to add 
extra notes in a different colour.

Draw a clear diagram for a subject including 
labels and key features. Make sure you use 
correct vocabulary and spellings.

Complete a comparison table showing two 
different sides of a topic. Can you use it to 
create an argument for one viewpoint?

Condense a topic showing the important links 
and connectors between key parts. Use your KO 
to add in extra notes.

Learn the key words associated with a topic and 
commit the word and spelling to memory. Test 
yourself or ask someone else to test you.

Write key questions about a topic as well as the 
answers. Use the content of the KO to help you. 
Check to see if you can remember the answers 
without looking.
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Year 8: Unit 1 – Rhetoric and Revolution - Animal Farm

Key Text plot summary by scene/chapter/event
Key Characters and biography:

Key themes: The corruption of power/leadership: As soon as the farm is run by the animals the pigs begin to take 
control and give themselves priority amending the rules for their own benefit. Propaganda: Squealer manipulates the 
other animals into changing their memories of what has occurred on the farm. Slogans are used to reinforce their beliefs. 
Inequality: The pigs manipulate the social structure to do the ‘thinking’ whilst the other animals are to complete manual 
labour. Power of Education: The farm animals are too overworked and uneducated to realise they have been 
manipulated and simply trust the pigs’ authority.

Chapter 1 Farmer Jones treats his animals badly and is drunk.

Chapter 2 Old Major talks to the other animals about his dream of 
them all running the farm themselves.

Chapter 2 The animals revolt and take over Manor Farm renaming 
it Animal Farm.

Chapter 5/6 The animals build a windmill to make their work easier.

Chapter 5 Napoleon takes control from Old Major. 7 
commandments are written for the animals to live by.

Chapter 9 Boxer becomes ill and is sent away by Napoleon.

Ch 6/8/10 The 7 commandments are gradually changed to benefit 
the pigs and the farm is named back to Manor Farm.

Chapter 10 The pigs are seen dressed as humans walking on their 
hind legs.

Farmer Jones A drunk farmer who owns Manor Farm 
at the start of the book.

Old Major Pig who is seen as the leader of the 
animals and dreams of a farm run by 
them for them.

Napoleon Pig who forces others to work for him 
and becomes a tyrannical leader.

Boxer Horse who works incredibly hard on the 
farm and believes all the pigs tell him.

Snowball Pig who challenges Napoleon for control 
of the farm after the rebellion

Squealer Pig who spreads Napoleon’s propaganda 
around the rest of the farm to justify 
their dominance.
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Writing Mastery / Literacy topics:Word Definition

Dystopia
An imagined society where there is great suffering, injustice, 
and oppression.

Utopia
An imagined perfect society where everything is fair, peaceful, 
and ideal.

Dictator
A ruler with complete power, often obtained and maintained by 
force.

Totalitarian
A system of government that controls every aspect of people’s 
lives and does not allow opposition.

Allegory
A story in which characters and events represent deeper moral 
or political meanings.

Propaganda
Information, often biased or misleading, used to influence 
people’s opinions.

Inequality
An unfair difference in status, rights, or opportunities between 
people or groups.

Exploitation
Taking unfair advantage of people or resources for personal 
benefit.

Rebellion An act of resisting or fighting against authority or control.

Corruption Dishonest or immoral behaviour, especially by those in power.

Rhetoric
The art of using language effectively to persuade or influence 
others.

Revolution
A major and often sudden change, especially in government or 
social systems.

Ethos
A persuasive appeal based on the speaker’s credibility or 
character.

Pathos A persuasive appeal to the audience’s emotions.

Logos A persuasive appeal based on logic, facts, and reason.
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About the author and Key context

George Orwell
• George Orwell was the pen name of Eric Arthur Blair, 

born in 1903 in India and raised in England.
• He became a famous writer and journalist, known for his 

clear, powerful style and strong opinions about fairness 
and freedom.

• Orwell cared deeply about justice, truth, and how power 
can be abused.

• His most famous books are:
o Animal Farm – a story that uses farm animals to 

show how power can corrupt leaders.
o Nineteen Eighty-Four – a novel about a future 

where the government controls everything, even 
people’s thoughts.

• Orwell often wrote about ordinary people, poverty, and 
the struggles of everyday life.

• He believed that writing should be honest, clear, and 
used to tell the truth.

• Orwell died in 1950, but his ideas about power, freedom, 
and truth are still discussed today.

The Russian Revolution
• Before the revolution, Russia was ruled by a Tsar (a king) called Nicholas II, 

who had almost total power.
• Most ordinary people were poor, hungry, and had very little say in how the 

country was run.
• In 1917, many Russians became angry about food shortages, unfairness, and 

the way the country was being led during World War I.
• Protests and strikes spread across the country, and eventually the Tsar was 

forced to give up his throne.
• A political group called the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, took control 

later that year.
• The Bolsheviks promised equality, fairness, and better lives for workers and 

peasants.
• After taking power, they fought a civil war against people who disagreed with 

them.
• Once they won, the Bolsheviks created a new government based on 

communism, where the state controlled land, factories, and resources.
• Over time, leaders like Joseph Stalin became extremely powerful and ruled in 

a strict, often violent way.
• The revolution changed Russia forever and led to the creation of the Soviet 

Union, which lasted until 1991.
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Use these in your writing and speaking



Food and Nutrition Design and Technology Textiles

Energy

Claw grip

Bridge hold
Mix

Texture

Smell

Aroma

Flavour

Appearance

Unsaturated Protein

Carbohydrates

Deficiency
Conduction 

Convection

Radiation Saturated

Nutrients

Digest

Plasticity 

Amino acids

Cross-contamination

Denaturation

Emulsification

Micro-organisms

Pasteurisation

Gelatinisation

Caramelisation

Coagulation

Shortening

Aeration

Consumer

Carbon footprint

Technology Push

Forming Processes

Tolerance

Ergonomics

Planned Obsolescence

Social Footprint

Anthropometrics

Iterative Design

Primary Source 

Aesthetics

Automation

Target Market

Coniferous

Continuous Improvement 

Deciduous

Sustainability

Functionality

Properties

Design 

Cost

Safety

Annotation

Product

User

Customer

Prototype

Environment

Materials

colour

tone

pattern

shape

Texture
line

Fabric
theme

context

sewthread

machine

Complementary colours

embroidery

iron

appliqué

compare

analyse

Woven/ bonded/ knitted

fastening

design

Free machine 
embroidery

Plain seam

embellishment

contrast

effect

function

equipment

sustainable

environment

develop

improve

Sentence Starters- Food and Nutrition
In order to work hygienically/safely I made sure I ….
I worked safely when in the kitchen by...
If I could improve any skill, I would improve...because...
Overall, I am happy/unhappy with my progress/dish 
because....
The texture of my dish is… this is because…

Sentence Starters - DT
I have designed…because
My project was about…
I found… during my research
My design is suitable for…
I have learnt how to…
The most enjoyable part of my project was….
The area I found the most challenging was…
Equipment I have used include…
I would improve my work by…
I am pleased with my finished product because…

Sentence starters- Textiles
I have designed….
The context of my design is…
My research is useful because…
By researching, I am able to….. 
By researching I have found out….
I researched into….
My design is suitable for…..
My design is based upon…
I have planned to..
The order I will work in is…
The most enjoyable part of m project was…
The area I found most challenging was…
I am most pleased with…
I am pleased with my finished project 
because…
Equipment I used was…

Use these in your writing and speaking in DT









Subject websites

These websites will help you with homework, reading around the subject and revision

English
https://www.sparknotes.com/ - Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls

https://app.senecalearning.com/ - Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls, 
Power and Conflict Poetry

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize - Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls

Maths
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.mathspad.co.uk/

Science:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.memrise.com/

Geography
Time for Geography - videos (mainly focused on physical processes)
Bitesize
Cool Geography

History
Seneca Learning
BBC bitesize - use Edexcel resources for GCSE.

Art Websites

https://www.tate.org.uk/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm

https://www.incredibleart.org/

Computer Science and IT.

www.mrahmedcomputing.co.uk

Drama
https://youtu.be/VeTpob9LBM8

https://youtu.be/wISEU13mRBE

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsf8wmn/revision/1

DT:
http://www.mr-dt.com/
http://technologystudent.com/
https://www.senecalearning.com/

PE

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztrcg82

https://sites.google.com/view/ocrgcseperevision/home

RS

KS3 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt

https://www.sparknotes.com/
https://app.senecalearning.com/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.mathspad.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm
https://www.incredibleart.org/
http://www.mrahmedcomputing.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/VeTpob9LBM8
https://youtu.be/wISEU13mRBE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsf8wmn/revision/1
http://www.mr-dt.com/
http://www.mr-dt.com/
http://www.mr-dt.com/
http://technologystudent.com/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztrcg82
https://sites.google.com/view/ocrgcseperevision/home
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt


I don’t understand the learning in this lesson and would like 
some help

I am not confident with the learning in this lesson so might need 
some extra help.

I am confident with the learning in this lesson and can work 
independently

How would you describe your learning in this lesson?





Timetable
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